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SUMMARY. BYRD STRIKES AGAIN. END SUMMARY 

1 . ON NOVEMBER 28 THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORTED 
OUT THE DEBT CEILING BILL COMPLETE WITH CAMPAIGN FINANCING 
AMENDMENTS AND A LAST MINUTE AND COMPLETELY UNEXPECTED 
ADDITION BY SENATOR BYRD, TO WIT: 

QTE: NO DEBT OWED TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UNDER ANY PROGRAM BY ANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENT MAY BE CAN- 
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CELED, RENEGOTIATED, RESCHEDULED, OR SETTLED IN ANY 
MANNER (OTHER THAN BY TIMELY PAYMENT IN LULL) UNLESS 
THE CONGRESS SPECIEICALLY AUTHORIZES BY CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION THE CANCELLATION, RENEGOTIATION, RESCHEDULING, 
OR OTHER SETTLEMENT OE THE DEBT. UNQTE 

2. THIS REQUIREMENT WOULD EEFECTIVELY CANCEL CONGRESSION- 
ALLY DELEGATED EXECUTIVE BRANCH ELEXIBILITY IN THIS AREA, 

AND WOULD IMMEDIATELY AEEECT OUR CURRENT DOLLAR DEBT 
RESCHEDULING NEGOTIATIONS WITH CHILE, INDIA AND PAKISTAN, 
AS WELL AS THE PROPOSED INDIAN RUPEE SETTLEMENT. THE 
LONG-TERM PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH CASES WOULD ALSO BE 
AEFECTED. 

3. IN 40-MINUTE EEEORT EVENING OE NOVEMBER 28 H OEEICERS 
SUCCEEDED IN PERSUADING SOME SENATORS TO MOVE TO STRIKE 
BYRD AMENDMENT, BUT MOTION WAS DEFEATED 57-32, WITH 
GREAT MAJORITY OE THOSE VOTING HAVING LITTLE IE ANY 
APPRECIATION OE EOREIGN AEEAIRS IMPACT OF THE 
PROPOSAL. 

4. ON NOVEMBER 29, EOLLOWING INTENSIVE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH EFEORT ON CAMPAIGN EINANCING PROVISIONS AS WELL 

AS BYRD AMENDMENT, HOUSE VOTED REJECT SENATE AMENDMENTS 
AND TO RETURN QTE CLEAN UNQTE BILL TO SENATE. 

5. HOUSE LEADERS ARE OPTIMISTIC AND HAVE ASSURED US 
THAT BYRD AMENDMENT WILL NOT SURVIVE. ON THIS BASIS 
WE ARE HOPEEUL BUT RELUCTANT TO PRESUME EINAL OUTCOME 
UNTIL DEBT CEILING BILL FINALLY ADOPTED. WE WILL, OE 
COURSE, INEORM YOU WHEN RESULTS KNOWN. RUSH 
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